Proposed Kells Solar PV Farm
“Solar farms typically take up less than 5% of the
ground they occupy leaving huge scope for Biodiversity
enhancements in a protected space”
(BRE National Solar Centre Biodiversity Best Practice Guidelines 2014)

Trequite Solar Farm, Liskeard, Cornwall

What Next?
		 As part of our Stage 2 community consultation process Elgin
Energy are seeking your views on proposals which have been
updated through an evolving design process informed by
continuing assessment and feedback received during Stage 1
of the community consultation process.

1. You are invited to submit all comments on the feedback questionnaire
form, using the stamped address envelope provided or online via
www.kellssolarpvproject.com
2. You are invited to return the enclosed booking form to attend one of our
Open Days on Tues 26th, Wed 27th & Thurs 28th May in the Tullyglass
House Hotel, Galgorm Road, Ballymena, Co. Antrim BT42 IHJ
to discuss the project directly with members of our team.
Red line indicates
lands within the
control of the
applicant.
Blue line illustrates
the approximate
extent of
development.

1.0 Introduction
The Kells Solar PV project is located in Kells, Ballymena, Northern Ireland
The project has been refined as part of the consultation process, details of
which are shown throughout the leaflet and on the project website - www.
kellssolarpvproject.com

2.0 Background
The proposed project is located on lands to the east and west of the
Whappstown Road and to the northwest of the Doagh Road.

3.0 Design Evolution
• The overall proposed site area has been reduced by approximately 10%;
• Panels proposed within lands immediately adjacent to Whappstown Road
are now removed from development proposals. This means development
set-back distances of approximately 100-130m west and approximately
60-90 metres east of the road;
• Further development set back distances have been employed elsewhere
within the proposed site area;
• Ecological constraints have been addressed by buffer zones and wildlife
friendly perimeter fencing.
• An ecological constraints and opportunities plan is being prepared to
identify ecological features of importance, and to outline proposals for the
management, restoration and enhancement of these features;
• Ecological opportunities have been incorporated into the design of the
project by prescriptive habitat measures to increase habitat value on site
and encourage breeding waders;
• An enhanced landscaping package is proposed across the entire site;
• Combined landscaping proposals and design evolution further mitigate
potential landscape and visual impacts.
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4.0 Benefits of Solar PV
– 4.1 Clean Energy
• Solar farms are clean, quiet, visually unobtrusive and emit zero carbon
emissions.
• The proposal will generate approximately 49,000,000kwh over the 25
year life of the project.
• The proposal will generate enough low carbon electricity to power
15,000 houses every year.
• The proposal offers a saving of 1,075,000 tonnes of CO2 over the 25 year
lifespan of the project.
– 4.2 Ecology & Biodiversity
• Enhancement of local wildlife will be through the introduction of wide
ecological corridors, bird boxes and bug hotels.
• Furthermore, grass and wildflower mix will be introduced between the
rows of panels to encourage further biodiversity enhancements.
• The land will continue to be in agricultural use in the form of sheep grazing.
• Existing field boundaries, hedgerows will all be retained.
• Ecology and biodiversity will significantly improve from it’s current
level as the site will become a haven for local wildlife over the 25 year
operational period.
• Construction Exclusion Zones (CEZ) have been identified to protect
exposed trees during the construction period. No existing trees or 		
hedges will be removed at any stage of the development.
– 4.3 Community Benefit
• We are working with local community groups to provide a community
benefit fund for the local area.
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5.0 Planning & Technical Information
Community Consultation Process
The applicant - Elgin Energy - together with the appointed consultant team
are undertaking comprehensive and structured consultation as part of
the pre-planning application process. This process seeks to:
• To ensure meaningful engagement takes place with stakeholders
including the elected representatives, appropriate statutory authorities
and the public to help inform the planning and design process;
• To ensure all stakeholders are fully aware of the proposal and to address
concerns, answer queries and seek feedback; and
• To enhance the quality of the scheme and thereby improve the content
and quality of the planning application.
Partaking in this process does not affect your statutory rights to make
representations to the DoE in respect of the planning application when
submitted.
When the planning application is submitted it will be advertised by DoE
and neighbours surrounding the site will be notified in accordance with
internal DoE procedures.

Planning & Environmental Issues
The DoE formal Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) determination
identifies the key potential environmental effects that it considers is
necessary for the planning application to address. Elgin Energy has
reviewed this information and proposes that the EIA will provide a detailed
assessment of all the key potential environmental issues, namely:
– Landscape & Visual Impact
A Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment is being undertaken to
establish the impact on critical viewpoints.
– Ecology & Ornithology
Detailed surveys of the existing flora (plants and trees etc.), fauna
(mammals, birds etc.) are being completed and potential impacts 		
mitigated.
– Flood Risk
Consideration of how the proposal will contribute to the risk of flooding
and how that will be mitigated will form part of the EIA process.
– Archaeology & Cultural Heritage
The EIA will include an assessment of potential impacts on the 		
archaeological, built, industrial and cultural heritage interests of the site
and the surrounding area and how this will be mitigated.

– Soils, Geology & Hydrogeology
The EIA will examine the geological profile of the area and consider 		
the impacts of the proposal on this. This will include consideration of
hydrogeology.
– Noise Impacts
A Noise Impact Assessment will be undertaken using baseline noise
surveys to establish the current noise levels and followed by a prediction
of potential noise impacts in respect of the proposal
– Traffic & Transport
An assessment of all potential traffic and transport impacts during 		
construction and operation will be undertaken. All final proposals will be
to the satisfaction of Transport NI.
– Hydrology & Surface Waters
A water quality impact assessment will inform on the impacts of the 		
proposal on the hydrological regime within and surrounding the site.
– Water Quality & Hydrogeology
Analysis will be undertaken of local surface water and groundwater
regime and the potential impact of the project on water quality to ensure
that the development proceeds in accordance with best practice as
established by the Northern Ireland Environment Agency’s published
pollution prevention guidance.
– Air Quality
An Air Quality assessment will be undertaken to identify any potential air
quality impacts from the development on the local community.
– Archaeology & Cultural Heritage
The EIA will include an assessment of potential impacts on the 		
archaeological, built, industrial and cultural heritage interests of the site
and the surrounding area.
The final scheme design submitted for planning approval will take account
of the conclusions of the above assessments and reflect any measures
identified as being required to mitigate potentially significant environmental
impacts to the satisfaction of the relevant statutory authorities.
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